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OVERVIEW
LEARNING OBJECTIVE

DURATION

Gardeners will understand the importance of a fence and the
multiple uses of a fence to help improve production. Gardeners
will also be able to identify suitable local fence materials.

1 hour
40 min

MATERIALS NEEDED

• A shaded area for gathering together to discuss
• Locally available fencing material
• Tools required to build a fence

KEY CONCEPTS
• Chickens, goats and other small animals can quickly destroy a home garden unless
it has a fence.
• Fences can benefit a gardener beyond providing garden protection: living fences
can provide mulching materials, timbers, poles, stakes, and even fruit and
nutritious leaves. The fence can also be used as a trellis for vining fruits, such as
passion fruit.
• A sturdy fence can be made completely with locally-sourced materials. Termite
resistant wood is preferable for the corners of the fence that bear the majority of
the weight of the fence.

TRAINING AGENDA

1 Introduction and warm-up

DISCUSSION

10 min

2 The multiple purposes of a fence

DISCUSSION

5 min

3 Fencing options

DISCUSSION

15 min

4 Fencing the garden

PRACTICAL ACTIVITY

1 hour

5 Closing discussion

DISCUSSION

10 min

FACILITATOR NOTES
Engage gardener in a discussion that brings out local knowledge on good fencing practices
and good local fencing materials before suggesting materials to use.
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10 min

1. Introduction and warm-up
Welcome gardeners to the training. Do a brief introduction to today’s topic and review the training
agenda. You may want to outline the training agenda on your flipchart or board so gardeners can see
it when they arrive.
Conduct a warm-up exercise or ice-breaker to make sure all gardeners feel welcome and are ready to
fully participate. Suggested warm-up and ice-breaker activities can be found in the Facilitator’s Guide:
Encouraging Learning through Participant Engagement.
Participant Engagement Guide

5 min

2. The multiple purposes of a fence
INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION
GOAL OF DISCUSSION: Gardeners understand the importance of having a fence to protect their
home gardens and can identify some additional benefits of a fence that can increase their garden’s
overall productivity.
1. Discuss with gardeners why a fence is necessary and other purposes a fence can serve.

KEY MESSAGES
Protecting the home garden with a fence is important if we want to ensure we have a good crop. Chickens,
goats and other small animals can quickly destroy a home garden if it is not fenced. If small animals
are let into the home garden, they can not only eat the crops very quickly but also compact the soil by
stepping on it. A good fence will also help protect the garden from harsh winds that can dry the soil.
A fence can also provide vertical growing space, for example by growing a climbing plant such as passion
fruit or grenadilla across it. It is also possible to grow a living fence that can bear fruit and provide staking,
mulching, and composting material.
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15 min

3. Discussing fencing options
INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION
GOAL OF DISCUSSION: Gardeners are able to identify locally available examples of a ‘dead’ fence
and a ‘living’ fence and the pros and cons of each of them.
1. Ask gardeners to describe and give locally-available examples of:
–

A ‘dead’ fence

–

A ‘living’ fence

2. Ask gardeners to discuss in pairs some local options for fencing of the demonstration garden.
3. Discuss the suggested options as a group, examining the pros and cons of each and deciding on
an option for the demonstration garden.

KEY MESSAGES

01

One example of a ‘dead’ fence is thorny branches
piled together around the garden. While this fence
does a good job of protecting the garden from
livestock, it cannot produce any material that can
be useful for the gardener or their household.

Living fences can be made from trees found in
the area by taking cuttings to use as living fence
poles. When watered and cared for, these poles will
eventually produce leaves and branches that can
be used as mulching materials or stakes.

If fruit trees are incorporated into the fence,
gardeners will eventually be able to harvest fruit
from their fence.

Sisal is a living fence option that eventually creates
a thick impenetrable fence around the garden and
produces fibrous material that could be useful to
gardeners and their households.
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1 hour

4. Fencing the garden
PRACTICAL ACTIVITY
GOAL OF DISCUSSION: Gardeners learn how to make a fence around their home garden using locallyavailable materials.
MATERIALS NEEDED:
• Locally available fencing material
• Tools required to build a fence
STEP 1. Discuss the size of the fence with gardeners and outline in the garden where the fence will be
erected. Instruct gardeners to collect the types of fencing materials agreed to during the group discussion.
STEP 2. Build the fence with gardeners.
Note: If the activity is not finished within the allocated time of the training, the gardeners can finish the
fencing on their own. But insist the fence is finished before the next module begins!

KEY MESSAGES
Good fences…
… Have adequate thorn bush or thick material at the bottom to ensure chickens cannot enter.
… Use termite resistant wood when needed. This is especially true if dead wood is used as
stakes to build the corners of the fence.
… Have a well-planned entrance or gate. Ensure the bottom of the entrance is also chicken proof.

10 min

5. Closing discussion
Ask gardeners to share with the group:
1. Something they learned in the session
2. How they are going to use this in their own homestead

Additional resources are available at toolbox.avrdc.org
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